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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 My name is Kirsty O’Sullivan. | am a Senior Resource Management
Consultant with the firm Mitchell Partnerships Limited.

1.2 I have read and agree to comply with the Environment Court’s Code of
Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained in the Practice Note 2014. |
confirm that the issues addressed in this brief of evidence are within my
area of expertise. | have not omitted to consider material facts known to

me that might alter or detract from the opinions that | express.

2 SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE CHAPTER 30 UTILITIES AND ENERGY

2.1 Chapter 30 of the PDP relates to energy and utilities.

2.2 While | generally consider the provisions in Chapter 30 to be appropriate
(particularly insofar as they relate to ‘traditional’ utilities), | consider that

some further amendment is required in order to ensure:

2.2.1  the operational constraints of utilities is appropriately recognised

and provided for; and,

222 Queenstown and Wanaka Airports are not inadvertently captured

by the rules contained in Chapter 30.

2.3 The definition of utility in the PDP includes “Anything described as a
network utility operation in s166 of the Resource Management Act 1991".*
The provisions contained in Chapter 30 therefore apply to Queenstown and
Wanaka Airports, as “network utility operations” under the Resource
Management Act 1991 (“RMA”).

2.4 Clarification Note 30.3.3.3 sets out that the rules contained in Chapter 30
take precedence over any other rules that may apply to energy and utilities
in the District Plan, unless specifically stated to the contrary. While | agree

that this approach is appropriate in the context of traditional utilities,

* For the definition in full, refer to page 30-22 of the Chapter 30 section 42A report dated 19 August
2016.
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Chapter 30 does not contemplate the range of activities provided for at
modern airports. Such activities are instead provided for by Chapter 17

(Queenstown Airport Mixed Use Zone) of the PDP.

25 Given that there is an entire chapter within the PDP dedicated to
Queenstown Airport, | suspect it was not the intent of the Council to
inadvertently capture land use activities associated with airports within
Chapter 30. By doing so, parts of Chapter 17 are negated. | attach as
Appendix A, a table which shows the different consenting approach for

“utilities” under Chapter 30 and “infrastructure?” under Chapter 173.

2.6 Accordingly, assuming the Panel has scope to do so, | consider that it would
be appropriate to include a new clause (d) to Clarification Note 30.3.3.3 to

clearly set out the Chapter 30 does not take precedence over Chapter 17 of

the PDP.
3 CHAPTER 35 TEMPORARY ACTIVITIES AND RELOCATED BUILDINGS
31 The recommendations of the Council Officer with respect to this chapter

are generally acceptable in my view, and should be adopted by the Panel.

3.2 With respect to the provisions relating to the obstacle limitation surfaces,
the Council Officer agrees that a clarification note is appropriate to draw
attention towards the relevant QAC and QLDC obstacle limitation
designations.* In my view, it is unclear how the Council Officer intends to
incorporate this method into Table 35.4 as no corresponding activity status
would apply. In the absence of such detail, | maintain that a clarification

note in section 35.3.2 is more appropriate.

2 Note that the infrastructure is not defined in the PDP but is defined in the Resource Management Act
1991.

3 Infrastructure is included in the definition of an “Airport Related Activity” in the PDP. More specific
airport related infrastructure is also contained in the definition of “Airport Activity”.

4 Paragraph 5 of the Summary Evidence of Kimberley Banks, dated 9 September 2016.
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4 CHAPTER 36 NOISE

4.1 QAC made a number of submissions with respect to Chapter 36. While the
recommendations of the Council Officer appear to address, for the most
part, QAC’s submissions, | consider that there are wider issues with the
interpretation and application of this chapter that will give rise to potential

consenting and administrative inefficiencies.

4.2 With respect to the proposed amendments to the mechanical ventilation
and sound insulation requirements, there appears to be agreement between
the experts that further amendments are required to these provisions to
reflect modern building practices and advances in technology. | therefore
consider it is appropriate for these provisions to be updated. Mr Day and Mr

Roberts have provided detailed evidence with respect to these matters.

4.3 With respect to Rule 36.6.3, for reasons set out in paragraph 5.33 of my
evidence, | maintain that it is appropriate for Rule 36.6.3 and Rule 36.7

(Table 6) to remain separate.

K O’Sullivan
13 September 2016
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